
Advance Praise  

 

At a time of widespread polarization, it is vital to understand why liberals and conservatives 

mistrust one another. Darrell West draws on his personal history of growing up in a conservative 

community and teaching in the Ivy League to write a heartfelt account of America’s tribes and 

how we might bring them back together. Readers will gain tremendous understanding of 

contemporary divisions from the entertaining stories he tells. – George Stephanopoulos, ABC 

News 

 

What divides our nation goes much deeper than politics. Brookings Institution scholar Darrell 

West looks at polarization from the high altitude of elite academia, and the ground-level 

perspective of his own life, which began in a conservative, deeply religious rural community. 

Along the way, he discovers surprising insights about life in conservative and liberal America. – 

Karen Tumulty, Washington Post 

 

Lots of Americans correctly worry about deepening polarization in our politics, but few seem to 

know what to do about it. Darrell West is an exception; he’s lived in both Red and Blue worlds, 

understands both, and sprinkles his book with very personal stories that enliven his narrative. 

West first thoughtfully analyzes how we got to such a disturbing divide and then makes some 

useful suggestions for dealing with it. It’s time to think carefully and map out a way forward. 

Darrell West has already begun that cartography in this perceptive, readable volume. – Larry 

Sabato, University of Virginia 

 

A riveting account, part memoir and part analysis, that explains how we descended into our 

current social and political quagmire and gives helpful suggestions for finding our way out. -- 

Bart Ehrman, University of North Carolina 


